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Re:Revisionsto RadiumWaterQuality Standards:ProposedNew 35 Ill.Adm. Code
302.307andamendmentsto 35 Ill.Adm.Code 302.207and302.525
R04-021 Rulemaking—Water

DearChairmanNovak:

CitizensAgainstRuining theEnvironment(CARE) hascloselyfollowed theradium
waterquality standardsissueandhasappreciatedtheopportunityto weigh in. As the
public commentperioddrawsto a closeandthePollution Control Boardconsidersthe
consequencesofrolling backIllinois’ soundradiumwaterquality standards,weaskyou
to be awareofmountingevidenceof environmentalcontamination’sdire effect on the
public’s healthandsafety.

LastmonththeUS EnvironmentalProtectionAgency(US EPA) issuedadocumenttitled,
“A RegulatorsGuideto theManagementofRadioactiveResidualsfrom Drinking Water
Technologies,“which clearlymakestheconnectionbetweenexposureto radiumand
serioushealtheffects. Thedocumentalsohighlights thepotentialfor radium
accumulationovertime andtheaffect on future landuse. This is particularlytroubling in
areaslike Will Countythat areexperiencingsuburbansprawlandfarm fields thathave
beencontaminatedwith radiumsludgewhich hasandwill continueto be convertedinto
subdivisionsandparks.

Given theseverehealthfisk surroundingradiumandotherenvironmentalcontaminants,
CARE applaudsGovernorBlagojevichandLt. Gov. PatQuinn for theirefforts in passing
theCommunityRight to Know Bill. This bill, aimedat ensuringthat peopleliving near
contaminationarepromptly notified, givestheIllinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgency
(IEPA) theauthorityto advisecommunitiesaboutthepresenceof contaminationandthe
powerto orderclean-upofhazardoussites.



However,it defieslogic for theadministrationto supportan increasein radiation
contaminationwhile it simultaneouslysignsa law to protectresidentsfrom thevery
contaminationit is helping to create.

Forthepasttwo years,communitiesacrossIllinois havebeenlookingfor guidanceon the
mostenvironmentally-responsible,cost-effectivemethodofremovingradiumfrom the
drinkingwaterandsafelydisposingof thecontaminatedwaste. TheIllinois EPA’s
(IEPA) answeris to allowvirtually unlimitedamountsofradium,aknowncarcinogen,in
ourwaterwaysand on ourlandwithout knowing theshort-termandlong-term
consequenceson ourenviromnent,wildlife andmostimportantly, thepublic’shealthand
safety.

Now is thetime to upholdIllinois’ soundenvironmentalstandardsto protectthepublic
healthandsafety,insteadof pavingtheway for pollutersandincreasingradioactive
contamination.Now that theIEPA hastheresponsibilityto notify thepublic about
contaminationundertheCommunityRight to Know law, it is ourhopetheagencywill
realizethepotentialimplicationsoftheirproposalto allow unlimited amountsofradium
to be spreadon our landandin ourwaterways.

As environmentalistshavecautionedsincethebeginning,andin thewakeoftheUS
EPA’s guidelinesdocument,theradiumdisposalsituationdemandswe takea
progressive,safeandwell-thoughtoutapproach.We hopetheIllinois Pollution Control
Boardwill takeadvantageof this uniqueopportunityto preventthe unnecessary
dischargeofradiumcontaminationin an effort to keepIllinois at theforefrontof sound
environmentalpolicy.

Thankyou,
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